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Ms. Perrine, please convey the following comments to the Planning Commission.
When my wife and I first moved to Tallahassee for work almost 50 years ago one of
the features that intrigued us was the landmark brick clock tower built by Calvin Phillips
back in the early 20th century in the All Saints neighborhood. The property was
auctioned off to an investment company in 1974 with the condition that the tower be
preserved. It was subsequently destroyed (probably for safety reasons) in the 1980's.
The land it stood on remains vacant today. So has gone so much of the historic
character of the Tallahassee we love.
It is with sadness that I see the property at 822 S Martin Luther King is proposed for
delisting from the Local Register of Historic Places and removal from Historic
Preservation Overlay zoning. The proposal to delist and remove the HPO overlay on
this property was rejected by the Tallahassee-Leon County Architectural Review
Board, but the owner is appealing this decision.
All Saints neighborhood is one of Tallahassee's oldest. The western district of the
neighborhood sprang up around the early railroad terminals during the Territorial and
Ante-Bellum periods and was home to Tallahassee's industries well into the 20th
century - including foundries, tanneries, brick making, grist mills, and ice plants. Many
of the names associated with these undertakings are central to our history, e.g.
Richard Keith Call. The eastern district of All Saints was where many of Tallahassee's
working folks lived. The circa 1885 Douglas house at 822 S Martin Luther King
(originally Boulevard Street) was one such home.
Over the years much of All Saints has been infilled, consistent with zoning ordinances,
and very little of the visible history remains. 822 S Martin Luther King is the only HPO
zoning there although a few listed buildings such as the old train terminals, Wahnish
Cigar Factory, and the Williams Swain boarding house (now in deteriorating condition)
remain.
The City has gone to considerable expense to preserve and upgrade the beautiful
Boulevard Park which marks the eastern boundary of All Saints and on which 822 sits.
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In fact the City has also invested in 822 through a small preservation grant and no
charge building permits.
On turning left off Gaines onto King and entering the Park one immediately sees it is
partially surrounded by 822 as well as 403 St. Francis (a beautiful 1920's bungalow not
on the historic register) evoking the feel of a historic village green. As All Saints is
touted by City's marketing as a signature neighborhood it is certainly desirable to
somehow retain at least the last few remembrances of the rich history of this
neighborhood.
It is not clear to me what the owner plans to do with his property through rezoning. If it
ultimately involves demolition I urge the Planning Commission to deny the requested
zoning change as recommended by the Tallahassee- Leon County Architectural
Review Board.
Sincerely,
Lonnie Mann
1129 E. Windwood Way
Tallahassee, FL 32311
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February 28, 2021

Re:

822 S ML King Jr. Boulevard Removal of HPO
Proposed Vote and Alternatives

To Members of the Planning Commission:
In addition to the attachment I submitted with the agenda; I’ve prepared a video presentation
for the Planning Commission Meeting tomorrow for some extra context. I’ve also added the
Florida Master File for 822 MLK; which includes a finding that the property is not historically
significant. I will be available for extra discussion, questions or comments.
It is my hopes that the Planning Commission sees the merit in my arguments, the flaws in the
process to date and recommends that the City Commission removes the HPO from my
property.
In the alternative, I argue that neither the Planning Commission or ARB have the authority to
make recommendations regarding removal of historic designations because there is no process
set forth in the TLDC.
The Land Development Code and ARB Bylaws make clear the duties of the ARB are limited to
those designated by the City and County Commission. If the Planning Commission agrees that
there are gaps in the TLDC that put this outside of their authority, then I would be supportive of
escalating this to the City Commission without any recommendation.
As a second alternative, if the Planning Commission decides that making a recommendation
that leaving the HPO intact aligns with the comp plan. Then I would ask that the Planning
Commission also stipulates that should the City Commission determine extraordinary
circumstances merit removal of the Historic Designation, then the Planning Commission does
not believe removal of HPO would conflict with the Comp plan either.
Respectfully,

